Why Nursing Home Falls Are Rarely Accidents Under Georgia Law

Our experienced attorneys know how to hold negligent facilities accountable

Under Georgia law, nursing homes are not evaluated the same way as ordinary property
owners when a resident falls. These facilities operate under a heightened duty of care because
they provide medical and custodial services to individuals who cannot fully protect themselves.
A fall inside a nursing home is therefore not treated as a simple premises incident but as a
potential failure of professional care, a distinction a Georgia nursing home abuse and neglect

lawyer confronts frequently when facilities attempt to downplay responsibility.

Nursing homes are required to take reasonable steps to anticipate and prevent foreseeable
harm to residents. That duty includes assessing fall risk, implementing preventive measures,
and providing appropriate supervision and assistance. When a facility knows a resident is
vulnerable and fails to act accordingly, Georgia law does not excuse the harm as an unavoidable
accident.

This legal framework is why the word “accident” often does not hold up when examined
against the actual obligations imposed on nursing homes and assisted living facilities.

Nursing home residents are legally recognized as a high-risk population

Georgia law recognizes that nursing home residents are fundamentally different from
independent adults living on their own. Many residents suffer from mobility limitations,
balance disorders, cognitive impairment, medication side effects, or chronic illness. These
conditions make falls more likely and more dangerous.

Because residents rely on staff for assistance with walking, transfers, toileting, and medication
management, responsibility shifts away from the individual and toward the facility. A resident’s
vulnerability increases the nursing home’s duty to protect them. Claims that a resident “should
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have been more careful” often conflict directly with the reason the resident required nursing

home care in the first place.

This recognition of vulnerability is central to why falls in nursing homes are evaluated
differently under Georgia negligence standards.

The most common causes of nursing home falls in Georgia facilities

Nursing home falls rarely occur without warning. They typically result from identifiable and

preventable conditions that develop over time. Understanding these causes is essential
because they point directly to where care broke down.

Common causes of nursing home falls include:
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e Medication side effects and improper monitoring

e |nadequate supervision or assistance with mobility

e Failure to use required mobility aids or alarms

e Unsafe flooring, bathrooms, or poor lighting

e Ignored changes in a resident’s physical or cognitive condition

Each of these factors reflects a lapse in care, not an unpredictable event. When these
conditions exist, a fall is often the result of neglect rather than chance.

Why nursing home falls commonly lead to catastrophic injuries

Falls are especially dangerous for older adults. Reduced bone density, slower reaction times,
and existing medical conditions significantly increase the risk of serious injury. A fall that might
cause minor harm to a younger person can be life-altering or fatal for a nursing home resident.

Common injuries resulting from nursing home falls include hip fractures, head injuries, spinal
trauma, internal bleeding, and complications from prolonged immobility. These injuries often
trigger rapid health decline, extended hospitalization, or permanent loss of independence.

Delayed diagnosis or treatment after a fall can worsen outcomes. When staff fail to recognize
injuries promptly or downplay symptoms, what might have been manageable can become
catastrophic.

The evidence that determines whether a fall was negligence

Nursing home fall cases are not decided by opinions or excuses. They are decided by records.
Facilities document nearly every aspect of resident care, and those records often reveal
whether a fall was preventable.

Key evidence in Georgia nursing home fall cases includes:

e Care plans and fall-risk assessments

e Medication administration records

e Staffing and supervision logs

e Incident reports and timeline discrepancies
e Medical response and transfer records

When these documents show known risk without appropriate response, the claim that a fall
was an accident becomes difficult to defend.

Why facilities label falls as “accidents” and what that means for families



Nursing homes frequently describe falls as accidents because the term minimizes responsibility
and discourages further scrutiny. Families are often told that falls are inevitable or that nothing
could have been done.

Accepting that explanation too quickly can limit accountability. Once a fall is framed as
unavoidable, questions about supervision, medication management, or environmental safety
may never be asked. This framing can also delay investigations while evidence becomes harder
to obtain.

Georgia law focuses on whether harm was preventable, not whether it was labeled an accident.
Families are not required to accept the facility’s version of events at face value.

Why nursing home fall cases require legal help in Georgia

Nursing homes control access to records, staff statements, and internal policies. Families rarely
have the ability to independently investigate what happened or determine whether proper care
was provided. Meanwhile, evidence can be altered, lost, or explained away as time passes.

Georgia also imposes strict deadlines on nursing home abuse and neglect claims. Waiting too
long can permanently bar a family from seeking justice, regardless of how strong the underlying
facts may be.

Experienced legal guidance from a Georgia nursing home abuse and neglect lawyer helps level

this imbalance by securing records, consulting experts, and evaluating whether the facility met
its legal obligations.

What to do if you suspect a nursing home fall was not an accident

When a nursing home fall results in serious injury, families are often told there was nothing
anyone could have done. If the explanation feels incomplete or inconsistent with what you
know about your loved one’s condition, it is important to act quickly. Nursing home fall cases
depend heavily on records, timelines, and early decisions, and delays can make accountability
harder to establish.

If a person suspects a loved one’s fall was caused by neglect rather than chance, several steps
can help protect both the resident and any potential legal claim. These actions are not about
confrontation. They are about preserving information before it is lost or reshaped. Key steps to
take include:

e Request immediate medical evaluation and documentation: Ensure injuries are
properly evaluated and documented, including head injuries that may not be obvious at
first.
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e Ask for written incident reports and care records: Request fall reports, care plans, and
fall-risk assessments while they are still intact and unaltered.

e Document injuries and changes in condition: Take photographs and keep notes about
pain, confusion, mobility changes, or behavioral shifts after the fall.

e Avoid accepting verbal explanations as final: Initial explanations may minimize
responsibility and should not replace a full review of records and facts.

e Contact a Georgia nursing home abuse and neglect lawyer promptly: Early legal
involvement and a free case evaluation helps preserve evidence, evaluate whether

Georgia law was violated, and prevent critical information from disappearing.

Time matters in these cases. Nursing homes control most of the evidence, and Georgia law
limits how long families have to take legal action. Speaking with an experienced lawyer right
away can help determine whether the fall was preventable, what steps were missed, and how
to pursue accountability while protecting your loved one’s dignity and safety.

Taking action after a nursing home fall in Georgia

When a nursing home fall occurs, families deserve clear answers, not reassurances designed to
quiet concern. Documenting injuries, requesting records, and asking direct questions about
supervision and care are critical first steps.

Johnson Greer Law Group represents families across Georgia in nursing home abuse and
neglect cases, including those involving serious falls. Their attorneys understand how Georgia
law evaluates these incidents, how facilities defend them, and how to uncover the evidence
that tells the full story. With decades of combined experience and a track record of significant

results in complex negligence cases, the firm provides compassionate but determined advocacy
for vulnerable residents.

We offer free consultations that allow families to understand their options, protect their loved
one’s dignity, and pursue accountability when a fall should never have happened. If you suspect
a fall in a Georgia nursing home wasn’t an accident, contact us today.
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